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COALITION SUPRORTS LITHUANTA’S DECLARATION QF INDEPENDENCE

"Today’s  daeclaration of indapendence by tha Parliament of
Lithuania maxka an end to oVex fifty years of political
subordination. The Coalition welcomaes today's announcemant and {s
happy to reaffirm its support for an independent Lithuania, * the

Shgdow Minister for, Foreign Affairs, Senator Robert Hill said
today.,
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* "The pages of  history ware indelibly stained by the
. Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact that led to the formal annexation of tha
. Baltic Statos by the Soviet Union, Those covaertly negotiatoed
- Protocols which overthrew three independent govermments werq
dllegal and remain {llegal.

"Tho elear mossage of today's declaration {s that no State can
survive for long -without popular legitimacy and that it is a
natural human dxive to seek political participation. The
declaration from the democratically elected Parliament of
Lithuania represents the voice of its people and must be hoecded,
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‘The  Coalit{on never recsgnised the Baltic BStates’ forced
incorporaiion intoe the Scviet . ion. JIndesd Lt waz hAadeow Pcacock
wvho as Forelgn Minister reversed the Labor Government's doecision
te give do jure recognition to that illegal incorporation.

. "Wo now urge tha Soviet Union to accapt the daeclaration of
- independanca. 3
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- "Lithuanians {n Auvatralia have ncver given up hopa that today’s
' new dawn would come. The Coalition is proud to identify with this

- final act of national freadom and assertion of autonomy", sald
. Senator HL{ll,
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