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The Minister for Forelgn Affairs and Trade, Banator Gareth
Evans, teday made the following statement in rasponse to
last night’s doclaration of independence by the Lithuanian
Parliament:

"The Australian Governmant Acknowledges tho
resolution of the freely slacted Parliament of
Lithuania declaring it to be an independent stats.

We welcome any develophent which lends reality to the
Lithuanian indopendence we ulluady 1oqa11y recognise,
"This declaration marks the latest and most
significant stage in the tide of change sweepling
Europe which we hope will lead to the peacaeful
Fe-omergenco of all the Bultia 8tates inte the family
ef natiens,

"Austruldla' has already recognised for many years the
lnqal zlqht of Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia to exist
ag independent gtates, Like many other Western
governments we have refused Lo accept in
internat{onal law thae incerporation ¢©f the three
Paltic States (nto the Soviet Union in 1940, _
vojecting the self- -proclaimed Soviet soverelignty oytf'
thenm,

4
"Australia thus recognises that the declaration
teprcsenta the aspirations of the Lithuanian pecple
to achieve aconemi¢ and pelitical independance
through peaceful and democratlo means,




"The Geveynment fully appeociates that it is one
unprecedented process of reform in the Soviet Unjioun
whieh haw made it poasible for the newly elocted
Lithuanian Parlisment te approve the declaration.
The Soviat Government has already shown vision in
acknowledging the validity of granting greater
vounemie and culluwral awsenemy te tlio Daltiv Sualup
and ls currently examining censtitutional changes to
pravida a formal mechaniam for onabling gecession by -
its conmbituent republics. 4

"I urge the soviet Union to recognise and respect tha
‘declaration, and to vefrain from actions inimical to
the interests of either party. I hope that both
parties will now avoid confrontation, and entey into
a pericd of constructive negotiations leading to rull

and viable economic and political independence for
Lithuania®
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