PAGE  

[image: image1.png]



SEIMAS OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS

STATEMENT

REGARDING UKRAINIAN MILITARY AIR FORCE PILOT NADIIA SAVCHENKO 
10 March 2016
Vilnius

The Committee on Foreign Affairs of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania,
noting that the illegal detention of Ukrainian military air force pilot Nadiia Savchenko in the Russian Federation for as long as two years is a serious violation of international law and that the refusal of the Russian Federation to hand her over to Ukraine is a clear failure to comply with the Minsk agreements;

reminding that Nadiia Savchenko was elected to the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine in the early elections of 26 October 2014 but have not had an opportunity to represent her voters in the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine because of her illegal detention and that her health has seriously deteriorated due to long-term starvation;
reiterates strong condemnation of the illegal detention and imprisonment of Ukrainian military air force pilot Nadiia Savchenko in the Russian Federation;
encourages government and law enforcement authorities of the Russian Federation to respect human rights and responsibly fulfil the international obligations in this connection, to immediately and unconditionally release Nadiia Savchenko and other Ukrainian citizens illegally held in the Russian Federation, and to enable their return to their homeland;

strongly supports the appeal by the members of European Parliament’s main political groups to the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, calling for drawing up and approving, at EU level, the list of persons responsible for the illegal detention and imprisonment of Ukrainian military air force pilot Nadiia Savchenko and for imposing targeted sanctions against those persons; 

urges the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Lithuania to raise this issue for discussion at the meeting of the EU Foreign Affairs Council to be held on 14 March 2016 and to encourage the foreign ministers of EU Member States to support the initiative to draw up the “Savchenko List” and approve it at EU level and to impose sanctions against the responsible persons;

addresses the national Parliaments of the Member States of the European Union and NATO inviting to support the initiative by the members of the European Parliament to draw up the “Savchenko List” and provide for concrete sanctions against those responsible for her illegal detention and imprisonment, as well as calls for responsible evaluation of human rights violations by the authorities of the Russian Federation and for taking measures to ensure that the Russian Federation complies with its international legal obligations.
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