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SEIMAS OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL SECURITY AND DEFENCE
STATEMENT
ON MEASURES TO STOP RUSSIA’S AGGRESSION AGAINST UKRAINE
Vilnius
3 March 2014
The Committee on Foreign Affairs and the Committee on National Security and Defence of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania,
condemning Russia’s military aggression against Ukraine and occupation of a part of the territory of Ukraine;
recalling the international commitments undertaken by the Russian Federation, namely respect for the sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity of any state and ensuring respect for human rights, fundamental freedoms and the rule of law, arising from its membership of the United Nations Organisation, the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe, the Council of Europe and other international organisations;

welcoming Russian civil society’s active efforts to express its strong disagreement with the illegal decisions by the Russian government concerning the aggression against Ukraine;
expressing strong support for Ukraine’s sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity and expressing determination to approve of Lithuania’s participation in all formats available and by all means possible that would turn this support into real actions;

sharing the view that Russia’s actions pose a threat to the security and stability of NATO and EU Member States;
underlining that one of the core NATO  tasks, envisaged in its Strategic Concept, is management of crises which can threaten the security of the Alliance;

recalling the insufficient response by the international community to Russia’s aggression against Georgia in 2008 resulting in a large part of the territory of Georgia still being occupied;

stress the obligation to keep to the commitments embedded in the 1994 Budapest Memorandum regarding the territorial integrity, political independence and inviolability of borders of Ukraine and are of the opinion that the parties to the Memorandum should ensure fulfilment of their commitments because the failure to implement them may serve as an additional argument to nuclear proliferation;

call on the Council of the Federation of Russia urging it to repeal its decision on permission to use the armed forces of the Russian Federation on the territory of Ukraine and to cease spreading false information about Lithuania’s alleged role in the developments in Ukraine;
urge the United Nations Security Council to take measures to restore international peace and security;
underline that the Russian Federation bears full responsibility for possible blood-shed resulting from the escalation of tension and provocations in Southern and Eastern Ukraine;
believe that a political and economic response to Russia’s aggression should also be supported by planning a possible adequate NATO’s military response to the crisis in Ukraine, including possible support to the Ukrainian army with unique capabilities of NATO member countries;
call upon the North Atlantic Council to take a decision concerning temporary re-deployment of armed forces in Europe with a view to reinforcing the security of the Eastern part of NATO’s territory, the Baltic States included;
appeal to the institutions of the European Union urging them to prepare a package of economic and political sanctions against the Russian Federation and to consider the possibility of imposing them;

urge the Government of the Republic of Lithuania to initiate a joint decision of the European Union and NATO member countries concerning suspension of the supply of weapons, military technology and equipment  to the Russian Federation;

suggest to the Government of the Republic of Lithuania that enhancement of NATO’s permanent military presence in Lithuania be sought, while stipulating at least 0.9 per cent of GDP for defence purposes in the 2015 draft budget, and that possibilities of allocating an additional amount of at least LTL 100 million for the acquisition of anti-tank and anti-aircraft weapons be investigated;

appeal to the institutions of the European Union, the governments and parliaments of the EU and NATO member countries, the leadership of the Russian Federation, the United Nations Organisation, the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe and the international community calling upon them to undertake urgent actions to stop Russia’s aggression against Ukraine and ensure adherence to the respective agreements between Ukraine and the Russian Federation that define the legal status of the presence of the Russian armed forces in Crimea without violating Ukrainian laws.
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