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Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania 

Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Statement 
On preparation for the NATO Summit to be held in Wales on 4–5 September 2014 
11 June 2014
Vilnius

The Committee on Foreign Affairs of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania,
Having regard to the Accord of 29 March 2014 between the political parties represented in the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania on strategic guidelines for the foreign, security and defence policy of the Republic of Lithuania for 2014–2020, which inter alia enshrines the commitment to consistently and annually increase allocations for national defence for them to reach 2 per cent of GDP by 2020 and expresses support for further EU and NATO enlargement with the focus on Eastern Partnership countries, in particular on Ukraine, Georgia and Moldova;

Having regard to the Declarations on Transatlantic Relations, on NATO Enlargement, and on Supporting Ukraine adopted by the NATO Parliamentary Assembly in Vilnius on 30 May 2014; 
Believing that the NATO Summit to be held in Wales on 4–5 September 2014 provides an excellent opportunity to assess new emerging challenges to international security and to make appropriate decisions at the highest political level;
Notes that strong transatlantic relations have always been and continue to be the main and most important pillar of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, which plays a vital role in ensuring the security of all NATO members by all necessary measures, and that these relations should be strengthened further; 

Considers that it is essential to responsibly evaluate the changes in the European security architecture and new threats arising as a result of Russia’s aggression against Ukraine and the occupation and annexation of the part of the territory of Ukraine and to respectively reconsider relations between NATO and the Russian Federation; 
Underlines that one of the key objectives of the upcoming NATO Summit is to include permanent deployment of armed forces of the Allies, particularly those of the United States of America, in Lithuania and the region among long-term NATO reassurance measures; 
Notes that in response to newly emerging threats it is indispensable to expand and deepen cooperation with NATO partner countries and particularly support the reforms aimed at enhancing the security and defence policy of Ukraine; 

Expresses its unwavering support to the NATO’s open-door policy and urges the heads of NATO member countries and governments attending the NATO Summit to adopt concrete decisions taking note of the progress achieved by the NATO aspirant countries; 

Calls for granting a Membership Action Plan for Georgia thereby assessing the country’s on-going democratic reforms and its substantial contribution to ensuring international security and international operations, as well as demonstrating to the people of Georgia clear support by the Western democratic community for Georgia’s aspirations to Euro-Atlantic integration;  

Considers that there is a need for increased focus on energy, cyber and information security and, therefore, calls on the participants of the NATO Summit to engage in active debate on a greater role of NATO in addressing energy security matters, assessing energy threats, countering cyber and information attacks, and in preventing attacks of the kind by deterrent measures; 
Welcomes the decision by the Government of the Republic of Lithuania to increase allocations for national defence by additional LTL 130 million and urges the Seimas to adopt appropriate amendments to the budget as soon as possible; 

Urges the Government to pledge at least 1 per cent of GDP for national defence purposes in the draft State Budget for 2015, and to ensure an annual increase for defence purposes by at least 0.2 percentage points of GDP when planning the budget for 2016 and beyond; 
Considers that in order to ensure fulfilment of Lithuania’s commitments to NATO and greater burden-sharing, the implementation of long-term NATO reassurance measures in Lithuania can be linked with Lithuania’s specific efforts to reinforce its defence capabilities;  

Proposes that the President and the Government of the Republic of Lithuania take into consideration the provisions set out in the Statement when drafting and presenting Lithuania’s position at the NATO Summit to be held on 4–5 September 2014. 
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