[image: image1.png]



SEIMAS OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS
STATEMENT
ON THE LITHUANIAN MEMBERSHIP OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL OF THE UNITED NATIONS
Vilnius

23 October 2013
The Committee on Foreign Affairs of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania,
emphasising the particular role of the United Nations in maintaining international peace and security in the world, fostering friendly relations among countries, developing international cooperation aimed at addressing economic, social, cultural and humanitarian problems, as well as in developing and promoting respect for human rights and freedoms;
noting the importance of the Security Council of the United Nations, the key body of the organisation, in building the atmosphere of security and trust in the world and in responding to new threats to the security of countries;
recognising membership of the Security Council of the United Nations as a solid sign of international recognition of the country’s merits and as an exceptional opportunity to contribute to international peace and security in the world while consistently defending the fundamental values and principles of the United Nations,
welcomes Lithuania’s election as non-permanent member of the Security Council of the United Nations for 2014–2015;
sees this achievement as a significant result of long-term efforts of the Lithuanian diplomatic service attesting to the increased level of international prestige of our country and to appreciation of its efforts in developing international cooperation and addressing global security challenges;
urges the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Lithuania to effectively make full use of the experience acquired during the Lithuanian Presidency of the Council of the European Union and chairmanship of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe and of the Community of Democracies while being involved in the activities of the Security Council of the United Nations and during its presidency of the Security Council;
requests the Government of the Republic of Lithuania to ensure appropriate funding to implement the commitments of the Lithuanian membership of the Security Council of the United Nations for 2014–2015.
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